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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Forty-first Annual Meeting of the National Catholic 
Educational Association will be held in the Claridge Hotel, 
Atlantic City, N. J., on Wednesday and Thursday, April 12 
and 13, 1944. The Association is welcomed most cordially to 
Atlantic City by His Excellency, the Most Reverend Bar- 
tholomew J. Eustace, Bishop of Camden. 

Due to the cancellation of the Fortieth Annual Meeting, 
scheduled ‘for Buffalo last year, considerable business re- 
mains to be transacted by the Association. In addition the 
Executive Board decided that a meeting was essential this 
year because of important issues that are now facing Cath- 
olic education and the need for post-war planning. 

The sessions are being limited to two days in the middle 
of Easter Week to avoid as much as possible any inconven- 
iences in travel. 


Local Arrangements 


The Right Reverend Monsignor Maurice R. Spillane, 
Vicar General of the Diocese of Camden and Pastor of Our 
Lady, Star of the Sea Church, assisted by a diocesan com- 
mittee, will be in charge of the local arrangements for the 
Meeting. Inquiries in regard to local arrangements should 
be addressed to Right Rev. Msgr. Maurice R. Spillane, 2651 
Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. All other information 
in reference to the Meeting may be secured from the office 
of the Secretary General of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Wash- 
ington 5, D. C. 


Committee Meetings 


The following Committees will meet at the Claridge Hotel 
on Tuesday, April 11: 

Committee on Membership of the College and University 
Department, Executive Committee of the College and Uni- 
versity Department, Executive Committee of the Secondary 
School Department, Executive Committee of the Elementary 
School Department, Executive Board of the Association. 
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Opening Meeting 
The first general session of the Association will be held at 


10:00 A. M., Wednesday, April 12, in Cambridge Hall of 
the Claridge Hotel. 


Headquarters 


The Claridge Hotel, Indiana Avenue at the Boardwalk, 
will be the official headquarters during the Meeting. Excel- 
lent accommodations may be secured here and at several 
other nearby hotels that have been released for civilian use 
by the U. S. War Department. 


Hotels and Daily Rates 


From the time of arrival of persons attending the Meet- 
ing, the following schedule of rates will prevail: 


Claridge Hotel (Headquarters) : 
Double room (each person), $3.50, $4.00, $4.50, $5.00, 


$5.50, $6.50. 
Single occupancy, $5.00, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, 
$11.00. 


These rates are on the European plan Each room (aver- 
aging 16 x 20 feet) has outside exposure, and is equipped 
with twin beds, bath with tub and shower, fresh and sea 
water. 

Similar rates and accommodations may be secured at the 
Marlborough-Blenheim and other neighboring hotels. All 
reservations may be cleared through the Claridge Hotel. 


Places of Meeting 


All meetings will be held in the Claridge Hotel and the 
adjacent Marlborough-Blenheim Hotel. 

The arrangements for the meetings are as follows: All 
General Meetings and the Elementary School Department, 
Cambridge Hall, Claridge Hotel; School Superintendents’ 
Department (Evening Meeting), East Room, Claridge 
Hotel; College and University Department, Binnacle-Chart 
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Room, Claridge Hotel; Secondary School Department, Ocean 
Room, Marlborough-Blenheim Hotel; Seminary Department, 
East Room, Claridge Hotel; Minor Seminary Section, 
Claridge Room, Claridge Hotel; Deaf Education Section, 
Park Avenue Room, Marlborough-Blenheim Hotel; Blind 
Education Section, Committee Room A, Marlborough- 
Blenheim Hotel. 


Registration and Exhibiis 
Registration headquarters will be established in the Ex- 
hibition Hall, Claridge Hotel. The usual registration pro- 
cedure will be in effect. A selected Commercial Exhibit 
will be held here in connection with the Meeting. 


Reservations for Sisters 


Special arrangements for Sisters have been made in cer- 
tain sections of the Claridge, Marlborough-Blenheim, and 
other neighboring hotels. Sisters who desire to make reser- 
vations for the meeting should write direct to the Claridge 
Hotel, Indiana Avenue at the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, N. J. 

Sisters who attend the meeting and who stay at the 
Claridge, Marlborough-Blenheim, and nearby hotels may 
attend Mass at St. Nicholas, the nearest Catholic Church, 
or any of the churches lised below. 


Places to Say Mass 
Priests will be welcome to say Mass at the following 
churches : 


St. Nicholas Church, Tennessee and Pacific Avenues, Very 
Rev. Mortimer Sullivan, O.S.A., Pastor. 


Our Lady, Star of the Sea Church, Atlantic and California 
Avenues, Right Rev. Maurice R. Spillane, P.A., V.G., 
LL.D., Pastor. 


Holy Spirit Church, New Jersey and Oriental Avenues, Rev. 
John J. Henry, Pastor. 


St. Michael’s Church, 8 N. Mississippi Avenue, Rev. John 
Quaremba, Pastor. 


St. James Church, Newport and Atlantic Avenues. 
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Transportation 


In order to avoid any inconvenience, travel arrangements 
to Atlantic City and return should be made well in advance 
of the Meeting. 

Daily Luncheon 


Excellent dining facilities are provided by the Claridge 
Hotel and various other hotels and restaurants. 


Payment of Dues 


It has been the policy of the Association to raise no more 
money than is sufficient to meet the annual expenses. This 
amount has always been voluntarily forthcoming without 
effort, and the Association makes no special appeal for 
funds. In this way its work is limited to the subjects that 
are immediate to its purpose. The expenses of the Associa- 
tion are raised by the annual dues of the members, and by 
contributions from those who have taken a particular inter- 
est in the work. 


Publications of the Association 


Copies of the previous reports and other publications of 
the Association may be obtained by writing to the office of 
the Secretary General. Copies of the early reports are 
available only for libraries and educational institutions. 
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THE MOST REV. FRANCIS W. HOWARD, D.D. 
1867—1944. 


On the morning of January 18, 1944, the Feast of St. 
Peter’s Chair at Rome, death came peacefully to the Most 
Reverend Francis William Howard, D.D., Bishop of Cov- 
ington. The Bishop had rallied from an illness which came 
to him last September, but on Christmas Day he suffered a 
relapse. The Funeral Mass took place in the Cathedral at 
Covington, Saturday, January 22. The celebrant was His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Moses E. Kiley, Archbishop 
of Milwaukee. The sermon was preached by His Excel- 
lency, the Most Reverend John T. McNicholas, O.P., -Arch- 
bishop of Cincinnati. 

Bishop Howard was born in Columbus, Ohio, June 21, 
1867. He attended St. Patrick Parochial School in that city 
and later studied at Niagara University, at Buffalo, N. Y., 
and the old Mt. St. Mary Seminary in Price Hill, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. He was ordained a priest on June 13, 1891. 

Father Howard’s first priestly charge was as assistant of 
St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus. Later he was chaplain 
at hospitals in that city, and finally received his first pas- 
torate in Jackson, Ohio. Then, he became pastor of Holy 
Rosary Parish in Columbus. There he built the present 
Holy Rosary Church. 

Rome honored Father Howard by raising him to the rank 
of Monsignor and then to the Episcopacy. Monsignor How- 
ard was chosen fifth Bishop of Covington in 1923 at the 
resignation of Bishop Ferdinand Brossart, who retired 
because of ill health. 

As Bishop of Covington His Excellency labored with all 
his characteristic vigor to extend the religious and educa- 
tional program of the Diocese. He centered his spiritual 
efforts especially on the mountain missions; his educational 
efforts in the Latin Schools. Under Bishop Howard mis- 
sionary work in the Kentucky mountains received new im- 
petus. Personally, he visited the remotest sections of the 
mountain territory and himself supervised closely all mis- 
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sionary activity among the mountain people. The Church 
at Hazard, Ky., Our Lady of Good Counsel; the Mission 
Center of St. Michael at Paintsville; and the Church of the 
Sacred Heart at Wayland were among the new buildings 
to be erected in the mountains during his tenure of office. 

The Latin Schools were founded by Bishop Howard as 
soon as he came to the Diocese. They were the expression 
of his dearest interest and of his deepest convictions. His 
purpose in founding these schools, which take talented boys 
from the sixth grade of all parish schools for special and 
intensive classical training, was to provide specially gifted 
students with the opportunities of a training such as would 
develop them into outstanding Catholic lay leaders. 

The Bishop founded two Latin Schools: the one in Cov- 
ington; the other in Lexington. The Covington School was 
established in 1923; the Lexington School in 1924. In 1942 
the new and beautiful edifice that now houses the Covington 
Latin School was dedicated by His Excellency. 

For twenty-five years Bishop Howard was Secretary Gen- 
eral of the National Catholic Educational Association. He 
was, in effect, its founder, for it was through his instru- 
mentality that a conference of seminary professors which 
was organized in 1898 and the Association of Catholic Col- 
leges and Universities first called together in 1899 and a 
Parish School Conference formed in 1902 came together in 
St. Louis in July, 1904, under the chairmanship of the Right 
Reverend Denis J. O’Connell, then Rector of the Catholic 
University, to constitute an Association which would afford 
Catholic educators in the United States a means of thinking 
together and working together for the promotion of the 
ideals to which they are dedicated. 

Through the years the Association grew and flourished 
under Bishop Howard’s leadership. The task of holding it 
together and helping it to render substantial service to Cath- 
olic schools was not always easy. The interests of the indi- 
vidual departments had to be fostered and promoted but in 
such a manner as to prevent any distortion of the general 
purposes of the Association or any disintegrating separat- 
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ism. Bishop Howard held fast to the Association’s consti- 
tution which through the years has proven to be a most 
effective instrument for preserving unity without destroy- 
ing necessary differences. 

In appraising Bishop Howard’s contribution to Catholic 
education in the United States, it is necessary to keep in 
mind the ideal which guided him. He realized fully the con- 
stantly increasing power of secularism as a force in modern 
society and saw how completely it was coming to dominate 
American educational philosophy. He was convinced that 
any compromise with it would be fatal to Catholic education 
and, consequently, his watchword was the Apostle’s warn- 
ing against conforming to the spirit of the world. 

He abhorred anything that savored of centralization, 
whether in government, finance, business, industry, or, as 
far as that is concerned, even in ecclesiastical affairs. He 
sensed very keenly the fact that, in the degree that there 
is centralization, in that same degree there is bound to be 
an atrophy of personal interest and vigilance on the part of 
individual men and women with the ultimate result that 
some person or some small clique will succeed in dominating 
society. For the same reason, he never tired of poking fun 
at the ideal of efficiency; he saw it as an exaltation of the 
machine technique for the ordering of human affairs. 


All of this does not mean that Bishop Howard did not 
fully appreciate the value of unity or that he was patient 
with bungling. He wanted unity, but he did not want regi- 
mentation; he valued effectiveness, but he did not believe in 
the effectiveness of efficiency. He envisaged the National 
Catholic Educational Association, for example, as an instru- 
mentality for unifying the Catholic educational forces of 
the nation, but he opposed every impulse on its part toward 
assuming any executive control. He strove to make it func- 
tion smoothly, but he discouraged any effort on its part to 
emulate the efficiency of other educational organizations. 
Catholic educators should use the Association, not for the 
purpose of reforming our school system, but for the pur- 
pose of coming to know their own mind. Once all of us in 
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colleges and universities, in seminaries, in secondary schools, 
in diocesan offices, in parish schools had come to a true 
and basic understanding of our mission, he was confident the 
necessary reformation would take place. Without such a 
true and basic understanding, all too easily we find our- 
selves copying secular practices and conforming to secular 
ideals. 

In season and out of season, Bishop Howard insisted that 
the National Catholic Educational Association should re- 
main a voluntary organization. He was convinced that it 
would be a great mistake for it to become in some manner 
or other an official body acting directly under the mandate 
of the Hierarchy. He felt that such an arrangement would 
put the Hierarchy at the disadvantage of being held ac- 
countable for whatever the Association did. Changes are 
taking place constantly in the world of education because 
changes are taking place constantly in society. Education 
cannot be planned and blueprinted ; even though it is guided 
by eternal principles, Catholic education, like all other edu- 
cation, is forced by circumstances to feel its way and to 
depend very much upon the processes of trial and error. 
To serve Catholic schools best, the National Catholic Edu- 
cational Association must be in a position to make mistakes. 
When it does make mistakes, these should not be imputed to 
the Church. As long as the Association remains a volun- 
tary organization and does not commit the Bishops, it can 
perform its function freely and best serve its fundamental 
purpose of providing Catholic educators with a forum in 
which they can strengthen their agreements and debate 
their differences. 

Unselfishly and untiringly, Bishop Howard gave his best 
to Catholic education. He has written his name large on the 
pages of the history of the Church in the United States. To 
him, as to few other men, Catholic education owes a tre- 
mendous debt of gratitude. 

GEORGE JOHNSON, 
Secretary General. 
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Sermon by 
ARCHBISHOP McNICHOLAS 
at the 
FUNERAL OF MOST REV. FRANCIS W. HOWARD, D.D. 
Bishop of Covington 


JANUARY 22, 1944 


A short time ago the venerable Bishop of Columbus came 
unaccompanied to Covington to visit his sick friend, the 
Bishop. While many Bishops were present, on Tuesday of 
this week, at the funeral of Bishop Hartley, they received 
word of Bishop Howard’s death. And thus terminated the 
earthly friendship of these two Prelates, covering a span of 
more than fifty years. 

While the medical reports of the past few months gave us 
no hope of the recovery of Bishop Howard, we were unrea- 
sonably confident that his robust constitution would regain 
for him the vigor of health so long enjoyed. It was, I think, 
a distinct shock to many friends of our departed Bishop 
when, a few years ago, they saw in him the first evident 
marks of advancing old age. They thought of him previ- 
ously, notwithstanding his long service and his many inter- 
ests, as a Prelate in the full vigor of middle life. 

Last October came the surrender. Bishop Howard had 
mapped out for himself two weeks of exacting duties in the 
mission section of his diocese. His program would have 
taxed the spirit and powers of a younger man. Perhaps his 
own reason registered objections; if so, they were overruled 
by his strong will. The inability of his physical powers to 
carry the burden which his zeal imposed brings into strong 
relief a characteristic of the departed Prelate. 

I have never known a Bishop who was so interested in 
formulas as was Bishop Howard. His studies were, there- 
fore, concerned about many fundamental questions. His 
last visit to the missions was an application of a basic prin- 
ciple that was very sacred to him. The missions needed par- 
ticular attention, which must be given personally by the 
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Ordinary of the Diocese. Persons on the missions must be 
dealt with individually. For him, no vicarious consideration 
would suffice. Face to face, those living under mission con- 
ditions must deal with him who has the chief responsibility 
of souls. A future biographer, with imagination and a com- 
mand of language, can write an intriguing chapter of the 
life of Bishop Howard on the importance that he attached to 
the attention due individuals. 

Regimentation, mass production, even production solely 
for profit, socialism, communism, collectivism, capitalism, 
corporations, rural areas controlled by absentee owners— 
these were all analyzed by the scholarly Bishop. In them he 
found that every individual was not given due opportunity 
to attain his full stature of perfection. It was clear to him 
that God made us individuals and that individuality is a 
sacred trust. Movements, civil authority, and the Church 
have the responsibility of safeguarding the nobility and the 
rights of the individual. The Bishop, in his quiet way, was 
the champion of the individual. He saw clearly the ad- 
vantages which local or neighborhood control gave in safe- 
guarding the rights of individuals and families. The ad- 
ministration of Bishop Howard, whether in his curial work 
or in the visitation of his priests or parishes, religious in- 
stitutions, schools, and social agencies, or in dealing with 
societies or groups, furnishes evidence of the careful atten- 
tion he gave to individuals and to their problems. 


The friends of Bishop Howard in every walk of life and 
of many religious faiths are legion. Some he helped, others 
sought his council; some he directed into the Church, others 
brought him information, others in their discussions as- 
sisted him to clarify his own judgments. In all, he showed 
an exceptional interest in individuals, retaining always their 
respect and friendship. 

In our further meditation on the life of Bishop Howard 
we can only touch briefly on a few of the basic institutions 
and fundamental principles about which his intellectual 
activity was chiefly concerned. 

He saw unmistakably the stamp of divinity on the three 
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great societies that make up the whole human race: the 
Church, the state, and the family. He regretted that think- 
ers, especially radical thinkers, would not with open minds 
investigate these basic institutions, which must be evident 
to everyone truthward bound. 

Bishop Howard, for several decades, gave close attention 
to education. He was familiar with its mechanics and kept 
in touch with changing methods; but he was, naturally, 
more concerned about the fixed and unchangeable elements 
of education. He knew the importance of right mental 
habits, the necessity of moral training from the earliest 
years. He knew that the right kind of education today 
would give us the right-minded and right-hearted citizens 
of tomorrow. He wanted the schools to collaborate with 
parents in perfecting the individuality of the pupil. He 
insisted that they must teach true love of country, respect 
for its authority, and obedience to its law. He knew that 
the schools must give God His rightful place in their cur- 
riculum. These lessons he taught, in season and out of 
season, not in a way to attract attention to himself but 
through the established agencies of the Church. He was 
known to his brother Bishops for his constant struggle 
with the problems of education as we face them in our own 
country. 


His Latin schools had for him an historical background; 
they were his contribution to the Church to help to save the 
classics for our day; they were also a laboratory which 
would prove the superiority of intellectual training which 
has the classics as its foundation; they would furnish proof 
that Americans can become distinguished Latin scholars. 


I am divulging no secret when I say that more than 
twenty-five years ago, when the Bishops of the United 
States set up a Department of Education in the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, Father Howard of Columbus 
was asked to be its first Director. Following the radical 
trends of our times and the predominance of many secular 
educators wholly unqualified to deal with the responsibility 
of training our future citizens, Bishop Howard saw little 
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hope of a wholesale reorganization of our system of educa- 
tion that would be sane and based upon the unchangeable 
principles of mental, moral, and religious training. He 
stood firmly against federal control of our educational sys- 
tem. He knew that the local and neighborhood influence 
keep the responsibility of education where it belongs, under 
the control of parents. He knew too well that no Washing- 
ton bureaucracy would consider itself the delegate of 
parents. To him parents were the delegates of God in edu- 
cating their children; teachers, schools, even the state, are 
delegates of parents in educating children. Educational 
bureaucracy would subvert this divine order; it becomes, 
necessarily, a dictatorship; it will, eventually, be guided by 
totalitarian philosophy. 

The questions of labor, capital, unions, and the recon- 
struction of society according to the law of nature and of 
the Gospel, with justice for all, claimed the attention of our 
departed brother. In his retiring disposition he would not 
raise his voice so that it could be heard throughout the 
nation; he was, however, the trusted councilor of labor 
leaders who sought a solution, especially, through the Papal 
Encyclicals. 


The question of corporations gave Bishop Howard much 
anxiety for many years. He saw in them serious moral 
dangers for modern society. The front of a corporation 
makes it practically impossible to fix individual responsi- 
bility. The impersonal character and perpetuity of a cor- 
poration, while having many advantages, open the door to 
serious abuses. I have read the study that Bishop Howard 
made of corporations. Years ago I urged him to publish 
it; but his character and his training made him not only 
analyze principles carefully but forced him to review, again 
and again, his work, not to change the statement of prin- 
ciples but to make their application to present conditions as 
practical as possible. 


Many of us interested in the studies of Bishop Howard 
can recall that for some decades he saw the insidious dan- 
gers of communism. He often expressed the fear that com- 
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munism unshackled by any principles would, through its 
devious methods, make great headway in our times. For 
long years he insisted on this danger, even while little im- 
portance was attached to communism politically or economi- 
cally. 

“Back to the land’ was more than a slogan to Bishop 
Howard. It was his deep conviction that the Church in this 
country should insist on the importance of living in the rural 
areas. He knew that the Catholic Church in America was 
weakest in the rural sections, and he appreciated fully the 
dangers awaiting her if she continues as an urban institu- 
tion. The Church in our big cities must be replenished from 
the country areas. The land must give us big families. The 
normal, sane, healthy life of millions of Catholics should be 
lived in the country places. 

Eleven years ago the Bishops of the Province of Cincin- 
nati issued a statement on the rural areas. While not dis- 
closed at the time, Bishop Howard was its author. It was 
my privilege to present this statement to our late Holy 
Father, Pius XI, and to discuss it with him. His Holiness 
expressed immediately his serious concern about the rural 
problem and recognized its importance for the United 
States. 

We might dwell on many other fundamental questions 
which interested Bishop Howard. We might consider the 
prudent administration of his diocese for twenty-one years. 
He labored indefatigably for the advancement of religion. 
He had no other interest in life but the welfare of the 
Church and souls. He multiplied high schools. Several 
beautiful churches recently built are due to his encourage- 
ment. His Latin schools will undoubtedly be evaluated more 
now than during the lifetime of the departed Bishop. His 
mind was set against giving any publicity to these schools. 
He was ever striving to bring them to a higher degree of 
perfection. 

It can be truly said that the Bishop was Serious-minded. 
We might think him over serious. He never learned to relax. 
He was always thinking of the Church, of the good of his 
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fellow men, of the work assigned to him as Bishop. He was 
ever anxious to know the mind of the Church and to carry 
out all her requirements. 

We have lost a true priest, a scholarly and holy Bishop, a 
loyal citizen, who loved his country with an intense love, who 
thought much of its future, and who desired to see the 
United States avoid the mistakes that have proved ruinous 
in the past to so many other nations. 

May the soul of Bishop Howard rest in peace! 





